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Plan 

1. Principles of the GI policy tool 

2. Origins: The CSGN Study

3. Co-Developing the Assessment Tool

4. Testing: NPPF (England) and PPW10 (Wales)

5. Using the Tool: Reflections from the West of England
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The Methodology



Origins of the methodology

• To assess the quality of 
current GI policies in 19 
local authorities in 
Central Scotland

• Used GI standards from:
• Building with Nature

• GCVGNP’s IGI Approach



Conclusion: 
GI Policy in the CSGN is like…

Coverage: 
Swiss Cheese

Strength:
Feta Cheese



Methodological Evolution 

• Building on CSGN study 

• Using  Mainstreaming GI project 
outputs to strengthen function, 
stewardship and mainstreaming 
functions. 

• Co-design with West of England 
Combined Authority and  Green 
Infrastructure  Partnership in 
workshops.

• National and local planning case 
studies undertaken   

• Tool evolution in light of assessor 
experience and user feedback 

• Version 3 today.  



Assessment Criteria



Scoring Matrix
Assessment criteria

Po
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Coverage of criteria Score Strength of policy wording

Some coverage 1 Weak phrasing

Reasonable coverage 2 Average phrasing

Full coverage 3 Strong phrasing



PPW10



NPPF2 



Summary scores: PPW10 & NPPF



Lessons so far

• Free to use policy support tool 

• Flexible and adaptable 
(insert your own options for other criteria) 

• Potential uses at national, regional, local and 
neighbourhood plans and GI strategies

• https://mainstreaminggreeninfrastructure.com/project-
page.php?green-infrastructure-planning-policy-assessment-tool

https://mainstreaminggreeninfrastructure.com/project-page.php?green-infrastructure-planning-policy-assessment-tool


Using the Tool:  
Reflections from  the West of England

1. Context: 
• WoE Joint Spatial Plan, 

• WoE Green Infrastructure Strategy 

• Local Plans

2. GI Policy assessment: 
• Engagement

• Future use



WoE Joint Spatial Plan
• The 2016 -2036 Plan:

• Covers 4 UAs areas

• Is the strategic development 
framework for Local Plans 

• Focused in scope:
• Housing, employment and 

infrastructure needs 

• Does not allocate sites

• Supported by 
• a Joint Local Transport Plan 

• Produced by 
• the West of England Combined 

Authority and the four West of 
England local authorities





WoE GI Strategy
GI Strategy purposes include:

• a GI evidence base for Local Plan 
development and other joint or 
local plans

• framework and tools for consistent 
approach to GI across the 4 UAs

• prioritise the planning, 
development of investment and 
monitoring of GI 

• the framework to ensure strong 
and consistent Local Plan policies



Delivering stronger, better local policy

GI Workshops (Scott &Hislop) 
• June & October 2018 
• LA officers & statutory bodies

Demystifying 
• the policy landscape:

NPPF, 25yr Environment and 
Industrial Strategy

• terms:
natural capital, ecosystem 
services, green infrastructure etc

GI policy assessment
• Self assessment of plan 

policies 
• robust & systematic approach 

to devise strong local policy



GI Policy assessment: WoE engagement

Feedback Response:

• Score card amended

• Scoring guide

• Need to add 
additional functions

Key learning:

• assessment by at least two people 

• assessment is essentially subjective

• Scoring/scores should provoke a discussion
about the policies across  policy teams 

Initial comments included: 
‘Good methodological process. Need to consider how climate change 
adaptation incorporated’
‘Very useful approach but needs consistent application by experienced 
individual’
‘Important opportunity to use in all our local plan reviews and GI Strategy’

On going, two way liaison with Alister and Max



Emerging GI Policy 
REVISED 9.10.18

• Maintaining and enhancing the integrity, multi-functionality, 
quality and connectivity of the strategic green infrastructure 
network and the multiple benefits it provides is integral to 
creating sustainable places. Therefore green infrastructure 
must be part of the design process from the outset to 
enable the provision of green infrastructure 
functions: water management, access networks, habitat 
enhancements and open space.

• Development proposals must appraise the site context for 
green infrastructure functions, both existing and potential 
opportunities, and demonstrate how these have influenced 
the design of the scheme and will achieve multi-
functionality by bringing green infrastructure functions 
together.



To achieve this, proposals should:
• Integrate naturalised SuDs features into the design of green infrastructure, 

which should be safe and accessible, creating an attractive and distinctive 
setting for new developments.

• Conserve and enhance on-site biodiversity, and habitat networks within and 
adjacent to the site.

• Maintain and enhance the quality and connectivity of access networks: 
integrating active travel routes (such as linking work places, schools, community 
facilities and public transport hubs) and recreational routes into green 
infrastructure.

• Meet local accessibility, quality and quantity standards for open space which 
should be designed to cater for the needs of all sectors of the community.

• Where appropriate developers must provide details of the maintenance 
proposals for the scheme’s green infrastructure functions, the party responsible 
for these and demonstrate funding arrangements for their long term delivery to 
the satisfaction of the local authority before construction starts.

Emerging GI Policy 
REVISED 9.10.18



GI Policy assessment – Future use

• Applied to Joint Spatial Plan and 
review of Bristol City Council Plan.  

• Use as a tool to compare and 
contrast across the 4 UA’s Local 
Plans

• Use to identify /share exemplar 
policies 

• Use as a tool to create discussion 
within UAs across services 
(infrastructure delivery plan; 
climate emergency ) 



Thank You

Max Hislop max.hislop@gcvgreennetwork.gov.uk

Sarah Jackson sarah_jackson@bathnes.gov.uk

Professor Alister Scott alister.scott@northumbria.ac.uk

mailto:max.hislop@gcvgreennetwork.gov.uk
mailto:sarah_jackson@bathnes.gov.uk
mailto:alister.scott@northumbria.ac.uk

